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New Context- Provincial 
Legislation, Bill 98
The Better Schools and 
Student Outcomes Act, 
2023 



The Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023

• Establishing Provincial Priorities and Standardized 
Reporting

• Increased Financial Accountability for use of Resources

• Accelerated Apprenticeship Pathways*

• Standardized Training for Trustees and Senior Leaders*

• Trustee Code of Conduct and Integrity Commissioners*

• Director of Education Performance Appraisals*

• Leveraging Surplus School Board Property

• Increased Integration and Planning with Municipalities*

• Further Clarifications for Teacher Disciplinary Processes

• Modernize Teacher Education & Certification*

• Standardized Curriculum Review Process*

• Increased Consistency in Student Mental Health Supports and Special 
Education*

• Increased Communication with parents/communities*

• Policy/Program Memorandums (New ones and changes)

* More details to come



The Better Schools and 
Student Outcomes Act, 2023

• “these reforms will support student achievement 
and well-being, and increase transparency for 
parents and families.”

• The regulation on provincial priorities for 
education in the area of student achievement 
prescribes three priorities:  (a) Achievement of 
Learning Outcomes in Core Academic Skills; (b) 
Preparation of Students for Future Success; and (c) 
Student Engagement & Well-Being.  





The Focus of 
Limestone’s Collective 
Work for Professional 
Learning: Sept 2022-

Key Inquiry Questions:

• For whom is the current education system not 
working and why?

• How do I/we know?

• What can I/we do differently?





Feedback from Round 1 
of Consultation on the 
LDSB Strategic Plan
LDSB Strategic Plan, 2023-2028



Significant 
Engagement 
in the 
Process & 
Other 
Engagements

• Over 13,000 participants

• Over 11,000 comments

• Over 160,000 comment ratings in 
ThoughtExchange



Central Themes and Comments…

• Individual Students:  Appreciation/Honouring individual learning needs, access to 
devices, access to specific individual supports, access to school-based activities 
(Arts/Athletics/Clubs)

• Student Focus Groups:  Safe spaces, increasing representation, visible staff support, 
increasing allies

• Families:  Seeing improvement/growth, safe learning environment, additional individual 
supports (classroom and mental health), ongoing communication and feedback, access 
to school-based activities (Arts/Athletics/Clubs), high expectations (academic and 
behaviour), focus on relevant real-life learning

• Staff:  More classroom supports for students, Mental Health supports for students, and 
access to professional learning and training.  



Central Themes 
from the 
Consultation

• Teaching & Learning

• Resources

• Culture



Draft Mission & Vision

Mission (Purpose):

• Our mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of 
the students we serve by empowering every student with 
the essential skills to shape their future, and contribute 
meaningfully to an interconnected, inclusive, and evolving 
world.

Vision (Future State):

• To belong within a K-12 education system that 
understands and supports learners’ strengths, needs, and 
preferences; inspires their hearts and minds; and nurtures 
hope for the future success of every student, in every 
classroom, and every school.



Draft Proposed/Potential Areas of Focus

• 1. Student Learning, Achievement, and 
Future Success 

• 2. Positive Culture, Engagement, and 
Well-Being

• Note:  Resources and Partnerships would 
be a critical component of both priorities.

In service of Equity of 
Outcomes for Students, 

the Limestone DSB 
Strategic Plan will focus 
on Two Critical Areas to 

support provincial 
priorities and reflect 

student, family, staff, and 
community input and 

feedback…



Next Steps for 
the Strategic 
Plan

Round 2 of Consultation:  Draft 
Mission/Vision/Priorities/Values 
in October/November

New Multi-Year Strategic Plan 
Winter 2023-24



Other Updates

Significant Food 
Security 

Needs/Concerns

Staffing Challenges at 
times

Human Rights 
Education for students 

and staff

Interim Policy 13 
Changes- Open for 

input/feedback

Solar Eclipse in April





Solar Eclipse, April 
8, 2024

potential 
contingencies for this day:
• Shift PA Day from April 12 back to 

April 8 (Calendar Adjustment)

• Adjustment of the school day by 80-
90 minutes (Day Adjustment)





Questions?
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